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A mysterious island, shrouded in fear, evil, and darkness. Here the amoral General Zaroff hunts.

And what, you ask, is the most dangerous game? It is the manner and substance of his nightly

killings.
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Winner of the 1924 O. Henry Memorial Prize for Best Short Story (the Pulitzer Prize for stories) The

Most Dangerous Game, also known as "The Hounds of Zaroff," is quite a thrilling and twisting read,

a work consisting of approximately 34 pages, give or take, depending on the edition you choose

from.In the dead of night, two men, Whitney and Sanger Rainsford (no relation), who are both avid

hunters, are on a yacht. Sanger is a noted author on hunting and somewhat of a playboy. The two

are looking at what appears to be an isolated island ominously nicknamed Ship-Trap Island. While

looking out, they discuss the game of hunting and briefly the ethics of it, analyzing the concept of

fear and death that animals must surely sense when they are caught in the range of the hunter's

guns. While Whitney is more sympathetic and open-minded of what the animals must sense,

Sanger is indifferent, saying only, ""...Who cares what a jaguar feels. Bah! They've no

understanding." It is a belief he'll come to regret; they also talk about the territory's supposed evil

reputation by way of sailor lore. With the discussion coming to a close, Whitney turns in, thus

leaving Rainsford alone on the deck. Mulling over things, Rainsford hears shots coming from the

island, and while straining to see better, he loses his balance and falls overboard. Via the current



and his own swimming ability, he lands on Ship-Trap Island without anyone on the boat noticing his

disappearance.On the island, he encounters the suave yet diabolical General Zaroff, a man whose

passion for hunting surpasses that of his own. However, Zaroff does not hunt animals of the four

legged variety.
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